University of Northern Iowa

UNI ScholarWorks
Postville Project Documents

Postville Project

April 2019

Postville community response committee focuses on need for
mental health services for immigrant families

Let us know how access to this document benefits you
Copyright
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/postville_documents
Part of the Public Affairs, Public Policy and Public Administration Commons

Recommended Citation
"Postville community response committee focuses on need for mental health services for immigrant
families" (2019). Postville Project Documents. 252.
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/postville_documents/252

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Postville Project at UNI ScholarWorks. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Postville Project Documents by an authorized administrator of UNI ScholarWorks. For
more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu.

Postville summer
recreation participants pictured
inside today’s paper. Look for your
favorite all-star.
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Lubka, Rekow complete in-depth training
program for school board members

Peace Rally
and walk is
Sunday

A Peace Rally and Walk
will be held here in Postville this Sunday, July 27
from 1-4 p.m. The Rally
is to call for immigration
reform, justice for workers
and family unity. It is being
organized by St. Bridget
Catholic Church, Jewish
Community Action of St.
Paul, Minnesota and The
Jewish Council on Urban
Affairs of Chicago, Ill. The
Rally is a call for justice,
a call to be faithful to our
American Religious values and a call to stand in
solidarity with our Hispanic
brothers and sisters.
The rally will begin
with an interfaith prayer at
1 p.m. and the walk through
town will follow. It will
conclude with testimonies
from those directly affected
by the immigration raid
that took place on Monday,
May 12 at Agriprocessors,
Inc. Others will speak concerning those committed to
comprehensive immigration reform, worker’s rights
and family unity.

Blood drive is next
Monday at Memorial
Hall

The Postville Community Blood Drive sponsored
by the American Red Cross
will be held Monday, July
28 from 1 to 6 p.m. at Memorial Hall. Donors may
register to wine one of two
425 gas cards. For an appointment visit givebloodgivelife.org or call Judy at
1-800-478-4180.

Laura Lubka and Brad Rekow, board members for the Postville school district, were
honored June 25, 2008 by the Iowa Association of School Boards. IASB Board President, Jack Hill (center) presented Lubka and Rekow with a certificate for completing the
Academy of Board Learning Experiences (ABLE), IASB’s in-depth training program for
school board members.

Oelwein, Iowa—Just as
Iowa educators expect students to put in the extra effort
in order to succeed, around
the state, local school board
members are following suit.
On June 25, 2008, the
Iowa Association of School
Boards honored Postville

board member Laura Lubka
and board president Brad
Rekow for such efforts, as
they completed the Academy
of Board Learning Experiences (ABLE), IASB’s indepth training program for
school board members. The
award was presented at a dis-

trict meeting of school board
members in Oelwein.
About 130 school board
members are expected to receive this award statewide.
The ABLE program is designed to give school board
members the skills they need
to effectively govern public

schools. Lubka and Rekow
completed the advanced
level courses which provide
in-depth training for experienced board members.
IASB board president,
Jack Hill commended Lubka
and Rekow for their hard
work.
He said, “These
board members committed
to their own personal learning to improve their skills in
areas of knowledge critical
to school board work. They
are among a select group of
board members who model
the commitment to life-long
learning and demand more
of themselves as they strive
to improve outcomes for students.”
In fact, Lubka, Rekow
and others continued their
commitment to learning
even more, as the district
meeting brought to light
new legislative changes,
such as new school elections
laws and how to implement
the state penny tax. Board
members also got a glimpse
at what leading states are doing to vastly improve student
learning.

Postville Community Response Committee focuses on
need for mental health services for immigrant families
Two members of the
Postville Diversity Council
attended the July 8th meeting of the Postville Community Response Committee.
The Diversity Council has
agreed to provide occasional
updates to the Postville community about the aftermath
of the ICE raid. This group
meets to discuss coordination of services to the immigrants affected by the raid.
It consists of area agencies,
school personnel, and other
interested persons from several counties. Present at the
meeting were representatives

from the following: Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese
of Dubuque, Keystone AEA,
Alternative Treatment Associates, Community Circle of
Care, Mental Health/Developmental Disabilities/Central Point of Coordination,
HAWC, Postville Child Care
Services, Postville Summer
School program, and the Diversity Council.
This meeting focused on
the need for mental health
services for immigrant families and especially for the
children affected by the raid.

Several agencies have potential funding to provide
counseling to children. A follow-up meeting was planned
which will include staff assigned to St Bridget’s in order
to coordinate mental health
services. These services are
now in process.
The participants also discussed some of the problems
faced by both the community and newcomers as they
moved to Postville. Some
reported incidents that may
relate to mental health issues.
Various members of the Re-

sponse Team are exploring
ways to be pro-active in dealing with these issues.
The group also discussed
the need for food for families
and the difficulties of keeping
supplies and volunteers faced
by the Food Pantry. It was decided to put the following announcement in as many area
churches as possible:
The Postville Food Pantry

Community Response
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Kassidy Cook poses with his mother, Barb, following
his Eagle Scout Court of Honor last Saturday, July 19.

Eagle Scout Court of Honor
held for Kassidy Cook

Saturday, June 19, Kassidy Wade Cook, son of Barb Cook,
received the highest honor in the Boy Scout organization as he
was initiated into the rank of Eagle Scout at a Court of Honor. The Court of Honor took place at Frankville Presbyterian
Church and was attended by fellow scouts, scout leaders, family and friends. Kassidy joined Cub Scouts in September 1997
and earned the rank of Eagle on April 9, 2008. He earned 23
merit badges along the way.
Assistant Scoutmaster Karen Winter read the Call of the
Eagle and Scoutmaster Barry Mueller presented the Eagle
Award to Kassidy.
Kassidy presented the mother’s pin to his mom, Barb and
the mentor pin to Tim Bauch.
Following the presentations, Cook spoke to those in attendance. He reminisced about his scouting career, including humorous moments, troop experiences and lessons learned while
on the path to Eagle.
His Eagle Scout Project consisted of the removal of cement
steps no longer used in front of the Frankville Presbyterian
Church and the placement of a new informational sign in its
place. The project used the time and talents of 19 people and
took 85 hours to complete.
Following the ceremony guests reassembled in the church
basement to view a display of the many mementos Kassidy has
from scouting, and to enjoy lunch and fellowship.

Heritage Hills Music Fest to be held at Farm Park August 1, 2, and 3
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The First Annual Northeast Iowa Heritage Hills
Christian Music Fest will
be held August 1, 2 and 3 at
Heritage Farm Park outside
of Clermont on U. S. Highway 18.
Bands will perform on
two stages and will include
Addison Road, The Afters,
Avalon, Bebo Norman, Bread
of Stone, Capital Lights, Chil-

dren 18:3, John Waller, Lightswitch, Meredith Andrews,
Pillar and Shawn McDonald,
with more performers to be
added up to show time.
Heritage Farm Park, the
sight of the event, is a recreational and educational
facility that celebrates and
preserves Iowa’s rural agricultural and cultural heritage. Nestled in the beautiful

rolling hills and valleys of
Northeast Iowa, just north
of Clermont and next to the
Historic Montauk site; it is
an easy scenic drive from all
directions. There are many
historic buildings including
the Heritage Barn and Silo,
the Rural School House, a
Blacksmith Shop, Log Cabin,
Caboose and more. Parking
is free and there is RV and

primitive camping available
for the festival.
Along with three days of
Christian music, there will be
inspirational speakers, inflatable games, sports and a wide
variety of foods to add to the
festive atmosphere. There
will be something to please
all age groups.
Friday night features
Bread of Stone, a local fa-

vorite band in Iowa. A group
campfire and songfest will
close out the evening.
Saturday morning the
gates open at 8 a.m. and
breakfast will be available in
the Heritage Barn along with
seminars and music. Vendors
row and a variety of concessions and inflatable games
will be open throughout the
day. In the afternoon the Spir-

it stage gears up with local
Midwestern favorite groups
and speakers. Saturday late
afternoon into evening on the
Main Stage the line-up will
include: Lightswitch, Shawn
McDonald, Meredith Andrews, Children 18:3, John
Waller, Avalon and Pillar.
The gates will also open
at 8 a.m. on Sunday. A group
prayer service will be held
at the Spirit Stage following
the inspirational speaker. The
afternoon/ evening performers include: Bread of Stone,
Capital Lights, Bebo Norman, Addison Road and The
Afters.
Sandi White, event coordinator, said, “The music fest
will be a memorable summer
event with Christian Fellowship, family time, great music
and much more. The mission
of the festival is to combat
the ever-growing problem of
negative entertainment influences.”
Ticket purchased by midnight July 30 are at a discounted rate. Adult tickets for

Heritage Hills Fest
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Bucknell attends ﬁnancial literacy workshop

Brad Bucknell, a teacher at Postville High School, recently attended a statewide
teacher-training event about ﬁnancial literacy for young people. The Iowa Jump$tart
Coalition hosted the eighth annual Personal Finance Conference for secondary teachers July 17-18 in Ankeny.
“With the overwhelming debt many young people are facing today, ﬁnancial education in high school is extremely important. That’s why the Iowa Jump$tart Coalition developed the conference for educators so they may have additional skills and
materials to teach ﬁnancial education in their classrooms,” said Dianne Taylor, member of the Iowa Jump$tart Coalition.
The two-day conference featured lectures, hands-on activities, idea-sharing and
the latest trends in ﬁnancial management. The conference provided teachers with
up-to-date information, suggested teaching strategies and provided sample classroom
materials on a wide range of topics, including credit cards, consumer debt, insurance,
identity theft, saving, and investing.
The Iowa Jump$tart Coalition, established in 2000, is a public-private partnership of organizations across the state. The Coalition relies mainly on the support of
volunteers and is dedicated to improving the ﬁnancial literacy of Iowa’s youth. For
more information, check out the Iowa Jump$tart Coalition’s website at: www.iajump
start.org.

VMH hosting 5K Cardiac Classic run/walk
Veterans Memorial Hospital will be sponsoring the
15th annual 5K Cardiac Classic Run/Walk in conjunction
with Waukon’s Corn Day Celebration again this year. The
event will be held in Waukon
on Thursday, Aug. 7, at 6 p.m.
with registration beginning at
5 p.m. The event will begin at
end at the south east entrance
to VMH. Walkers and runners
of all ages are both highly
encouraged to attend. “Walk
In’s” are welcome to attend
the event that day, even if they
have not pre-registered.
The event will be broken
down into two categories; a

run and a walk. The distance
of both events is 5K, or 3.1
miles. All those registering
for the 5K run will be divided
into male/female divisions and
categorized by their age into
one of the following groups:
17 and under, 18 to 25, 26
to 40, 41 to 50, and over 50.
Trophies will be awarded to
the top place runners in each
age category, both male and
female. In addition, trophies
will be awarded for the best
overall time in the men’s and
women’s running divisions.
Entry fees for the 5K Run
are $12 for all runners. These
prices will be in effect until

Winneshiek Republicans honoring
State Representative Chuck Gipp
publicans and Congressman Tom Latham invite the
public to join them in honoring the public service of 16th
District State Representative
Chuck Gipp upon his retirement from 28 years of public
service to the citizens of Winneshiek County and the 16th
Legislative District.
Gipp began his public service in 1980 as a member of
the Winneshiek County Solid
Waste Commission Board and
has served in the Iowa House
of Representatives since
1981. He served as Majority
Leader of the Iowa House
from 2002 through 2006.

The dinner tribute to Representative Gipp will be on
Saturday, Aug. 23, beginning
at 6 p.m. at The Oaks Steakhouse on State Highway 9 in
Decorah.
Ticket and reservation information is available online
at www.winneshiekgop.com
or by sending a stamped selfaddressed envelope to: Winneshiek County Republicans,
1812 Canoe Valley Road,
Decorah, IA 52101.
No tickets will be available at the door. All requests
for tickets must be postmarked no later than Aug.
11.

the day of the race. At that
time, the entry fee will increase to $15 per person for
the 5K Run.
The 5K Walk is not considered a race and therefore no
prizes will be awarded. However, T-shirts will be given to
the ﬁrst 100 people that register for the run/walk. Entry
fees for the 5K Walk are $10
per person. Any children under the age of 5 are welcome
to walk with their parent(s) at
no charge.
Proceeds from this event
will be used to purchase a
new crash cart for the patient
ﬂoor at VMH.
T-shirt sponsors for this
event include Franciscan
Skemp Healthcare Waukon
Clinic and Gundersen Lutheran Waukon Clinic. Light
refreshments will be served
following the race to all those
participating.
Registration forms for
the VMH 5K Cardiac Classic
Run/Walk are available at the
Waukon Chamber of Commerce or at the main entrance
of VMH. Registration forms
can also be downloaded from
the hospital’s website at www.
veteransmemorialhospital.
com.
If you have any questions concerning the event,
please call Erin Berns, Public Relations Director, at
563-568-3411.

Summer school a success

This summer around 130 children attended “Summer
School” at Postville Community School helping to make it
another successful year. Here a group of younger children
are gathered around in a classroom during the six week
long program.

Heritage Hills
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ed rate. Adult tickets for one
day are $30 and for all three
days are $75. Tickets for
adults purchased at the gate
are $40 for one day and $80
for all three days. Children
and groups have discounted
ticket prices: Youth tickets,
ages 6 to 11, are $10 for one
day and $30 for all three
days. Adult group tickets are
$20 for one day, $35 for two
days and $65 for all three
days.
A group from St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Postville
is planning on attending the
event and taking advantage
of the group rates. Adults
and youth are welcome to

Community response
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volunteers have struggled to
keep up with the need to help
supply food for the families
who have no source of income. These families must
wait either for a hearing or
for a loved one to leave prison and have no way to earn
an income. The Food Pantry
is serving as many as 100
people in an afternoon.
The Postville Community
Response Committee is asking those who are concerned
about the situation to send a
$20 donation. This will allow
the Food Pantry to purchase
approximately the following
items for a family of four:
rice, beans, a can each of fruit
and vegetables, a box of cereal, eggs, and a $5 coupon

order tickets and attend with
the group. Call the church at
864-7643 for more information or go to the church ofﬁce
to purchase your tickets.
Tickets may also be purchased at all Moore’s Grocery
Stores, The Master’s Touch
in Decorah and the Art Gallery in Clermont or through
the website: www.heritage
hillschristianmusicfest.com.
Proceeds from the event
will beneﬁt the Heritage
Farm Park in maintaining its
historical buildings and continuing an educational tradition for families and school
children. Donations for local
food pantries will also be accepted and encouraged.
For more information log
on to the website or phone
319-624-6212.
for milk. Please send your donation to the Postville Food
Pantry, care of Pastor Steve
Brackett, St Paul Lutheran
Church, 116 Military, Postville, IA 52162.
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